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57 ABSTRACT

A guidance system (SG) for an individual (IND) moving in an
unknown environment establishes a guidance loop (B)
between a measurement module (MM) placed on the indi-
vidual and a remote guidance platform (PG). In the measure-
ment module, a means (CP) collects measurement data (DM)
that are transmitted by another means (UC1) of transmission
to the guidance platform via a first communication channel.
Then, at the guidance platform, a means (UT2) determines
the tactical position data (DST) from the transmitted mea-
surement data (DM), and another means (UC2) transmits
determined guidance data (DG) from the tactical position
data to a communication device of the individual by means of
a second communication channel (R2), thus closing the guid-
ance loop.

10 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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GUIDANCE SYSTEM FOR AN INDIVIDUAL
IN AN UNKNOWN ENVIRONMENT AND
METHOD FOR IMPLEMENTING SUCH A
SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This applicationis a35 USC §371 U.S. national stage filing
of International Patent Application No. PCT/EP2012/004355
filed on Oct. 18, 2012, which claims priority under the Paris
Convention and 35 USC §119 to French Patent Application
No. 11 03219, filed on Oct. 20, 2011.

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

This invention relates to a guidance system for an indi-
vidual in an unknown environment and the method for imple-
menting such a system.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

The invention has a particular application, particularly dur-
ing interventions in critical situations and in unknown envi-
ronments by safety workers such as fire fighters and emer-
gency medical staff, police units or military forces.

In the state of the art, geolocation means identifying the
location of a target, such as a targeted person or device, on a
pre-established map by means of geographical coordinates.
Such identification of location is achieved by means of firstly
a GPS (Global Positioning System) receiver that locates the
target considered exclusively outdoors and secondly a
recorder and/or transmitter placed on the target. That recorder
and/or transmitter can record and/or transmit respectively, in
real time or with a time lag, the successive locations of the
target as it moves, to the GPS receiver. Most often, the loca-
tions of the target are transmitted to the GPS receiver of a
geolocation platform by means of a satellite communication
system.

However, such a geolocation system, based on the use of a
GPS receiver, cannot operate in a closed environment. That is
because the signals sent by the transmitter located on the
target cannot be detected by the GPS receiver. Further, the
system uses a map, which is established previously, of the
geographical environment in which the target is moving.
Thus, it can be understood easily that the movement of a
target in a closed environment, where the geographical con-
figuration is unknown and of which there is no pre-estab-
lished map, cannot be tracked by such a geolocation system.

A target can also be geolocated through a radio communi-
cation system, such as for instance a GSM (Global System for
Mobile communications) system. Such GSM geolocation
consists, firstly, in retrieving the identifiers of the GSM anten-
nas to which the terminal is connected, and then, thanks to a
database that connects the identifiers of cells to the geo-
graphical positions of antennas, the terminal is capable of
determining its position and emitting an estimation of it.

However, the accuracy of GSM positioning can range from
200 meters to several kilometers, depending on whether the
terminal is in an urban environment, with a high antenna
density, or a rural environment.

Such inaccurate systems cannot be used to geolocate pro-
fessionals, what is more public safety professionals, in closed
environments.

Allthe same, the geolocation of public safety professionals
during their work (for example fire brigades, police or emer-
gency workers) is indispensable. That is because geolocation
is carried out to enable the control room operators to know
where the different safety workers are located, and thus
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ensure that their work can be done safely. Where applicable,
control room operators can then take appropriate action and if
required, transmit it directly to the workers in the field.

However, while working indoors, such as in a shopping
centre, a factory, a car park or any other building, public safety
professionals cannot use the aforementioned conventional
geolocation system, because they need to work in a closed
environment, which is, more importantly, an unknown envi-
ronment. In the absence of relevant information about the
topography of the place and the environmental conditions in
which the worker is moving, it is impossible for the control
platform operators to guide them optimally.

The safety of workers in critical situations depends on the
quality of the assistance that the remote operator can give
them. As a result, operations control operators need to have a
complete image, in real time, of the critical situation in which
the monitored worker is working, so that the said operator can
react effectively and take the steps required to guide the
worker as their work progresses.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

The invention is aimed at remedying the drawbacks
described above by putting in place a guidance system for an
individual in an unknown environment, the said individual
being capable of being part of a guidance loop without resort-
ing to the detection of signals transmitted by a GPS receiver.

To that end, a guidance method for guiding an individual
moving in an unknown environment from a remote guidance
platform is characterised in that it comprises a guidance loop
comprising the following steps:

collection of measurement data taken by a measurement

module placed on the individual,

transmission of the measurement data collected, from the

measurement module to the guidance platform by means
of a first communication channel of a first radiocommu-
nications network,

determination of tactical position data from the transmitted

measurement data, at the guidance platform,
determination of guidance data from the determined tacti-
cal position data, at the guidance platform, and
transmission of the determined guidance data, to a com-
munication device of the individual by means of a sec-
ond communication channel of a second radiocommu-
nications network.

Thanks to the method in the invention and the guidance
loop, when an individual with a measurement module moves
in an unknown and potentially hazardous environment, an
operator interacting on the guidance platform is made aware
in real time of the tactical position data relating to the move-
ments of the individual and their environment. The operator
thus determines the guidance data to transmit to the individual
to help him in their movements.

The method for guiding an individual according to the
invention may also have one or more of the characteristics
below, considered individually or in all the combinations that
are technically possible.

In a non-limitative embodiment, guidance data are trans-
mitted from a communication device of an operator of the
guidance platform to the communication device of the indi-
vidual by means of a second radiocommunications network.

In a non-limitative embodiment, the first radiocommuni-
cations network and the second radiocommunications net-
work are a single radiocommunications network.

In a non-limitative embodiment, the first communication
channel and the second communication channel are a single
communication channel.

In a non-limitative embodiment, the measurement data are
at least topographical data and data about the movement of
the individual and the step of determining the tactical position
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data comprises the building of a map of an unknown environ-
ment close to the individual and positioning the individual on
the map from the topographical data and the movement data.

In a non-limitative embodiment, the unknown environment
is mapped in the guidance platform from a data merger algo-
rithm applied to the topographical data and the movement
data.

In a non-limitative embodiment, the measurement module
collects biometric data about the individual, pre-processes the
biometric data by comparison with a critical biometric thresh-
old and sends to the guidance platform a biometric alert status
when the value of a collected biometric data exceeds the
critical biometric threshold.

In a non-limitative embodiment, the measurement module
collects environmental data, pre-processes the environmental
data by comparison with a critical environmental threshold
and sends to the guidance platform an environmental alert
status when the value of a collected environmental data
exceeds the critical environmental threshold.

The invention also relates to a guidance system for an
individual moving in an unknown environment. The system
comprises a measurement module placed on the individual
and a remote guidance platform and is characterised in that it
also includes:

a means, in the measurement module, for collecting mea-

surement data,

a means, in the measurement module, for transmitting the
collected measurement data to the guidance platform via
a first communication channel of a first radiocommuni-
cations network,

ameans, in the guidance platform, to determine the tactical
position data from the transmitted measurement data,

a means, in the guidance platform, to transmit guidance
data determined from tactical position data to a commu-
nication device of the individual by means of a second
communication channel of a second radiocommunica-
tions network.

the system implements the steps of the guidance method.

The invention also relates to a computer program capable
of'being implemented in a guidance system for an individual
moving in an unknown environment. The program is charac-
terised in that it includes instructions which carry out the steps
of the method in the invention when the program is executed
in the guidance system.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Other characteristics and advantages of this invention will
become clearer in the description below of several embodi-
ments of the invention given as non-limitative examples, by
reference to the corresponding drawings enclosed, where:

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a first embodiment
of'a guidance system implementing a method according to the
invention;

FIG. 2 is a schematic block diagram of a second embodi-
ment of a guidance system implementing the method accord-
ing to the invention; and

FIG. 3 is an algorithm of the guidance method according to
the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
DISCLOSURE

It must be noted that the figures are not to scale.

The following embodiments are examples. Even though
the description refers to one or more embodiments, that does
not necessarily mean that each reference relates to the same
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embodiment or that the characteristics apply to only one
embodiment. Simple characteristics of the different embodi-
ments can also be combined to supply other embodiments.

By reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, a guidance system SG of an
individual IND moving in an unknown environment is illus-
trated in two different embodiments respectively. An
unknown environment is an environment where the topogra-
phy of the place is not established or can change during the
work.

In a preferred embodiment, by reference to FIG. 1, an
individual IND, also called the user, is a person with permis-
sion to undertake critical missions, such as a law enforcement
agent, a fire fighter or others. That individual IND is equipped
with a measurement module MM, according to the invention.
When the individual IND moves, the measurement module
MM is capable of periodically collecting measurement data
DM by means of sensors CP. These measurement data DM
particularly include topographical data DT of the place of
work, and movement data DP of the individual IND in that
place. The measurement data MD are transmitted in real time
via a first secure network R1, from the measurement module
MM, to a remote guidance platform PG. Such a network R1
will be defined in what follows.

The guidance platform PG, also called control room, is
located outside the place of work, such as for example in a
vehicle located close to the place of work or in a fixed remote
control centre.

Depending on the measurement data DM received, the
guidance platform PG determines the tactical position data
DST. These tactical position data DST may for instance allow
the real-time mapping of the place of work and the position-
ing of the individual IND on the said map established.

Depending on the tactical position data DST displayed on
a display unit UA of the guidance platform PG, an operator
OP ofthe guidance platform PG determines the guidance data
DG of the individual IND to guide him in the unknown
environment in which they are moving.

The operator OP transmits the guidance data DG to the
individual IND by means of a second secure radiocommuni-
cations network R2. That second network R2 can be estab-
lished between a communication terminal T-OP of the opera-
tor OP and a communication terminal T-IND of the individual
IND. Such a network R2 will be defined in what follows.

The collection of measurement data DM from the measure-
ment module MM placed on the individual IND is transmitted
to the guidance platform PG. When the platform PG has
received the measurement data DM, it determines the tactical
position data DST and the guidance data DG. When the
platform PG has determined the data DST and DG, it then
transmits the said guidance data DG to the individual IND,
thus forming a guidance loop B.

That guidance loop B offers the benefit to the individual
IND who is in a state of stress and is working in an unknown
environment of avoiding any accidental manipulation of their
equipment and enabling him to concentrate exclusively on the
instructions transmitted to him, obtained from the guidance
data.

The guidance loop B also allows the operator OP interact-
ing from the guiding platform PG, to view, in real time, the
movements of the individual IND on a map representative of
the environment in which they are moving. The map is estab-
lished gradually as the individual IND moves, as the said
topography of the place could change at any time.

For example, during building fires following an attack,
such as those that occurred unfortunately on 11 Sep. 2001, fire
fighters who are aware of the complete map of the building
before the attacks are still unable to move easily due to the
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collapse of several walls and ceilings and due to the smoke
and dust that make the environment of work unknown, with
low visibility. If fire fighters are able to use the measurement
module MM according to the invention, that can for example
allow them to detect the collapse of a wall that has first been
mapped by the guidance platform PG as they progress. Thus
a change in the topography of the place of work is taken into
account by the guidance platform PG, which updates the map,
or in other words the tactical position data DST.

The measurement data DM and the guidance data DG are,
in a non-exhaustive manner, narrowband data to allow the
fluid transmission of data in the radiocommunications net-
works.

For example, the measurement data DM and/or the guid-
ance data DG may be integrated in SMS (Short Message
Service) type text messages. In another example, the guid-
ance data DG may be voice data or predefined messages that
correspond with a pre-established piece of information or a
combination of several such communications.

By reference to FIG. 1, the entities of the guidance system
SG are described in greater detail in a first embodiment of the
invention.

The measurement module MM placed on the individual
comprises:

sensors CP to collect the measurement data DM,

a processing unit UT1, particularly to pre-process the col-

lected measurement data,

a memory unit UM1 to save the measurement data col-

lected and/or pre-processed, and

a communication unit UC to transmit measurement data to

the guidance platform PG.

The different elements UT1, UM1 and UC1 of the mea-
surement module MM can be connected to each other by a
bidirectional bus.

The sensors CP, the processing unit UT1, the memory unit
UM1 and the communication unit UC1 are functional blocks,
most of which carry out functions relating to the invention and
may correspond with software modules implemented in at
least one processor and/or dedicated and/or programmable
hardware modules.

The measurement module MM is fitted on the uniform of
the individual so as to optimally collect the measurement data
required for guidance, without hampering the movements of
the individual. Uniform means clothing, for example, that is
suited to hazardous interventions, such as fire-proof suit or
bullet-proof vest or others.

In a first alternative, the processing unit UT1, the memory
unit UM1 and the communication unit UC1 of the measure-
ment module may be mounted on a printed circuit board
placed in a uniform pocket designed to hold the card. The
sensors CP connected to the board with or without wires may
be fixed at strategic locations on the uniform to optimally
collect measurement data DM.

In a second alternative, the measurement module MM is a
unit fastened to the belt of the individual IND, the sensors CP
being placed in or on the unit, other sensors being connected
with or without wires to the unit and fixed to the uniform of
the individual IND.

The measurement module MM comprises several sensors
CP to periodically collect the measurement data DM. The
measurement module MM comprises at least one sensor to
collect topographical data DT from the place of intervention
and a sensor to collect the movement data DP of the indi-
vidual.

The topographical data DT are collected by an obstacle
detection sensor using ultrasound or laser technology or a
stereoscopic camera. The said detection sensor measures and
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detects the presence of walls, wall edges, windows and other
potential obstacles. These topographic measurements help
the subsequent determination at the guidance platform PG of
the map of the place in which the individual IND is moving.

The movement data DP of the individual IND are collected
by a movement sensor that picks up the movement of the
individual, such as at least an inertial sensor that can measure
in real time the displacement movements of the individual
and/or the acceleration of the individual and/or other data that
make it possible to subsequently determine the position of the
individual in the premises from the guidance platform. At
least one inertial sensor may be placed on a shoe of the
individual or on their shoulder.

Other measurement data may be collected by sensors of the
measurement module MM. Biometric data DB may be col-
lected in order to determine the physiological conditions of
the individual, such as their temperature, blood pressure or
heart rate. Biometric data are collected by body sensors such
as temperature sensors, blood pressure sensors and/or heart
Sensors.

Environmental data DE such as the temperature of the
room in which the individual IND is located or the presence of
fumes or gas can be collected in order to determine the envi-
ronmental conditions in which the individual IND is moving.
The environmental data DE are collected by temperature
sensors, smoke or gas detectors etc. An environmental sensor
may, for example, be an NRBC (Nuclear, Radiological, Bio-
logical, Chemical) sensor or generally a sensor that can mea-
sure the presence of some gas and possibly the proportion of
the gas in question present in the atmosphere, the presence of
radiation and possibly its quantity or the presence of toxic or
hazardous products.

The processing unit UT1 may periodically command the
collection of measurement data from the sensors or some of
the sensors. In one alternative, the sensors collect measure-
ment data periodically and automatically.

After the measurement data are collected by the sensors
CP, the measurement data are temporarily saved in the
memory unit UM1. Such a memory unit UM1 is known to the
person of the art and is not covered by this invention. A more
detailed description of that memory unit is thus not necessary.

The measurement data DM are saved in the memory unit
UM1 according to their characteristics, such as topographical
data, movement data, biometric data and environmental data.
The distinction between the different characteristics of data
may also be more detailed.

For example, a piece of topographical data collected may
be the edge of'a wall, or a distance between an individual and
a wall, or another obstacle.

For example, a piece of biometric data may be the heart rate
of the individual or their body temperature or another body
parameter.

For example, a piece of environmental data may be the
temperature of the place, the detection of gas or the detection
of'smoke. The accuracy relating to the measurement data DM
collected may be defined by the memory location selected for
that data characteristic in the memories of the memory unit
UMI.

In one alternative, the accuracy relating to the measure-
ment data DM collected may be defined by saving the mea-
surement data DM in association with an identifier specifying
the characteristic of the data.

The saving of the measurement data DM may be com-
manded by the processing unit UT1. The processing unit UT1
comprises one or more microprocessors that use one or more
low-processing execution programs, saved in at least one of
the memories of the memory unit UM1. A low-processing
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execution program is a rapid-execution program that uses low
computation resources and low memory resources.

The processing unit UT1 executes simple pre-processing
on certain measurement data DM such as biometric data and
environmental data. Pre-processing is carried out by low-
processing execution programs saved in the memory unit.
Pre-processing consists, among other things, in comparing
the value of a measurement data with a critical threshold.

A biometric data such as the individual’s blood pressure is
compared with a critical biometric threshold, related in the
example to a critical blood pressure threshold. If the measure-
ment data exceeds the critical biometric threshold, the pro-
cessing unit generates a biometric alert status relating to the
blood pressure of the individual IND.

Similarly, an environmental data such as the temperature of
the place of work is compared with a critical environmental
threshold, related in the example to a critical temperature
threshold. If the measurement data exceeds the critical envi-
ronmental threshold, the processing unit generates an envi-
ronmental alert status relating to the temperature of the place.

A biometric or environmental alert status may be a binary
data with the value ‘one’, where ‘zero’ is the normal status.

The pre-processing by the processing unit ofters the advan-
tage of only transmitting the results required, such as the
biometric or environmental alert statuses, to the guidance
platform PG; the biometric and/or environmental data applied
to pre-processing are not always transmitted to the guidance
platform, reducing the number of measurement data to trans-
mit.

As an alternative, pre-processing may be executed by a
processing unit of the guidance platform PG, which in that
case always receives all the measurement data required for the
said pre-processing. The topographical data DT and the
movement data DT are always transmitted to the guidance
platform PG.

To transmit measurement data DM to the guidance plat-
form PG, the processing unit UT1 of the measurement mod-
ule MM also establishes a first message MSG1 comprising
measurement data DM. The first message MSG1 particularly
comprises the latest topographical data DT and the latest
movement data DP collected.

The first message MSG1 may also comprise the latest
biometric data DB and the latest environmental data DE. The
first message MSG1 may also comprise the biometric alert
statuses and/or the environmental alert statuses generated by
the processing unit UT1. The first message MSG1 may be
made up of different fields, some of which are allocated to a
characteristic of the measurement data to transmit, so that the
processing unit of the platform can, upon receipt of the mes-
sage, identify the measurement data received and process
them.

In one alternative, each piece of measurement data to trans-
mit is transmitted in association with an identifier characteris-
ing the data. The first message MSG1 is preferably a narrow-
band message such as a short text message of the SMS (Short
Message Service) type.

The first message established by the processing unit UT1 is
sent to the guidance platform PG from the communication
unit UC1 of the measurement module MM. The communica-
tion unit UC1 is known to the person of the art and is not part
of'this invention. A more detailed description of that commu-
nication unit is thus not necessary.

The communication unit UC1 is capable of transmitting
and receiving messages, preferably narrowband messages, by
means of a first communication channel established in a first
secure radiocommunications network R1.
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The first network R1 is preferably a PMR (Private Mobile
Radio) communication network generally used by profes-
sional users. A PMR network is a network that may be a
narrowband network, such as a DMR (Digital Mobile Radio),
TETRA (TErrestrial Trunked RAdio) or P25 (Project 25)
network. A PMR network may also be a broadband network
such as an I'TE (Long-Term Evolution) or WIMAX (World-
wide Interoperability for Microwave Access) network. These
different types of PMR network each have digital cellular
radio interfaces, particularly based on the IP (Internet Proto-
col) protocol.

The invention may also apply to other types of radiocom-
munications networks, such as for example GSM (Global
System for Mobile Communications) networks or UMTS
(Universal Mobile Telecommunications System) networks.
In all cases, the first network R1 is capable of transmitting
secure reliable communication between two entities, such as
the measurement module MM and the guidance platform PG.

The guidance platform PG comprises:

a communication unit UC2 to receive measurement data
from the measurement module MM,

a processing unit UT2, particularly for processing the
received measurement data and determining the tactical
position data DST,

a saving unit UM2, particularly for saving the received
measurement data and the determined tactical position
data DST, and

a display unit UA, to display the determined tactical posi-
tion data DST, so that they can be viewed by the operator
or operators OP interacting on the guidance platform
PG.

The different elements UT2, UM2, UC2 and UA of the
guidance platform PG may be connected to each other by a
bidirectional bus. The processing unit UT2, the memory unit
UM2, the communication unit UC2 and the display unit UA
are functional blocks. Most of these different functional
blocks carry out functions relating to the invention, and may
be software modules implemented in at least one processor
and/or dedicated and/or programmable hardware modules.

The communication unit UC2 receives the first message
MSG1 transmitted by the communication unit UC1 of the
measurement module MM. The communication unit UC2 is
known to the person of the art and is not part of this invention.
A more detailed description of that communication unit is
thus not necessary.

The communication unit UC2 is capable of transmitting
and receiving messages, preferably narrowband messages, by
means of the first communication channel established in a
first network R1.

Upon receipt of the first message MSG1, the processing
unit UT?2 identifies the different measurement data contained
in the message in order to process them. The processing unit
UT2 comprises one or more microprocessors that use one or
more execution programs saved in at least one of the memo-
ries of the memory unit UM2. The said programs executed by
the processing unit UT2 are complex processing programs
that require powerful and fast computing resources.

As soon as the measurement data are identified, the pro-
cessing unit UT2 determines the tactical position data DST.
The tactical position data DST are determined more particu-
larly depending on the topographical data DT received and
the movement data DP received. The tactical position data
DST may be determined by applying a data merger algorithm
AF to the topographical data and the movement data. The
algorithm makes it possible, firstly, to map the place of work
as the individual moves, on the basis among others of the
topographical data, and secondly, to determine the position of
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the individual on the map established, on the basis of the
movement data. The data merger algorithm AF is saved in the
memory unit UM2.

Such a memory unit UM2 is known to the person of the art
and is not covered by this invention. A more detailed descrip-
tion of that memory unit is thus not necessary. The memory
unit UM2 of the guidance platform PG comprises a larger
memory space than the memory unit UM1 of the measure-
ment module MM. That is because the processing applied to
measurement data is more complex and requires more rapid-
access memory resources.

As soon as the tactical position data DST are determined,
the processing unit UT2 commands the display of the said
data on a display screen of the display unit UA. Other data
may be displayed by the display unit UA, such as biometric
and/or environmental alert statuses, or the latest biometric
and/or environmental data required for monitoring the indi-
vidual. The display unit may be connected to a keyboard or
other device that allows the operator to enter the display
commands, for example.

The operator OP views the data displayed on the display
unit and determines the guidance data DG, also called guid-
ance instructions, from those data. The guidance instructions
comprise, among others, movement instructions such as
“Turn right”, “Turn left” “Turn back™ etc.

The operator OP transmits the guidance instructions to the
individual IND by means of a communication device, also
called user terminal T-OP. A terminal T-OP is a workstation
such as a laptop computer, an electronic book, a smartphone,
a personal computer, a microcomputer, a digital personal
assistant or a device on board a vehicle. The terminal T-OP is
capable of transmitting a second message MSG2 comprising
guidance data DG, by means of a second communications
channel of a second secure radiocommunications network
R2.

The second network R2 is preferably a PMR (Private
Mobile Radio) communication network generally used by
professional users. A PMR network is a network that may be
a narrowband network, such as a DMR (Digital Mobile
Radio), TETRA (TErrestrial Trunked RAdio) or P25 (Project
25) network. A PMR network may also be a broadband net-
work such as an LTE (Long-Term Evolution) or WIMAX
(Worldwide Interoperability for Microwave Access) network.
In all cases, the second network R2 is capable of transmitting
reliable secure communication between two user terminals
T-OP and T-IND.

The individual IND receives the guidance data from the
operator by means of a communication device, also called a
user terminal T-IND. A user terminal T-IND is a small work-
station such as a pocket computer or a smartphone. The ter-
minal T-IND is preferably fixed to the uniform of the indi-
vidual, so that their hands are free. The terminal T-IND is
capable of receiving a second message MSG2 comprising
guidance data DG, by means of a second communications
channel of the network R2. The second message MSG2 is
preferably a narrowband message, such as an audio message.
In one alternative, the second communication channel can
only transmit short text messages containing guidance data.
These guidance data are designed to be displayed on a screen
of'the terminal of the individual IND. The individual IND can
also exchange information directly with the operator OP in a
third type of message (not illustrated) generated in audio or
SMS text form. These messages are transmitted to the termi-
nal T-OP of the operator OP, by means of a second commu-
nication channel.

In one alternative of this first embodiment, the first and
second radiocommunications networks, R1 and R2 respec-
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tively, may form one and the same secure network capable of
supporting the first communication channel established
between the measurement module MM and the guidance
platform PG and the second communication channel estab-
lished between the two terminals T-OP and T-IND.

A second embodiment of the invention is illustrated in FIG.
2. Only one communication channel is established between
the measurement module MM and the guidance platform PG.
That communication channel is supported by a secure com-
munication network R similar to networks R1 and R2. The
communication channel is capable of carrying the first mes-
sages MSG1 containing at least the measurement data DM
and the second messages MSG2 containing the guidance data
DG.

In this embodiment, the measurement module MM com-
prises sensors CP, a processing unit UT1, a memory unit
UMI1, a communication unit UC1 and a communication
device of the individual IND, such as a user interface ITHM1.
The units UT1, UM1, UC1 and IHM1 are connected by a
bidirectional bus.

The processing unit UT1, the memory unit UM1 and the
communication unit UC1 are similar to the corresponding
units of the first embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1. The user
interface IHM1 particularly comprises a microphone and a
speaker that replace the functions of the terminal T-IND of the
first embodiment. The user interface IHM1 can on a second-
ary basis comprise a display screen and a keypad, of the touch
type or another type. The user interface may be placed on the
uniform of the individual so that it does not hamper their
movements and can be easily accessible by the individual
IND. For example, the user interface may be positioned or
integrated into the sleeve of the uniform. Upon receipt of a
second message MSG2, the processing unit UT1 identifies
the guidance data DG and transfers them to the user interface
IHM1. The interface IHM1 displays the guidance data by
means of a screen or announces the guidance data by means of
a speaker.

The microphone of the user interface IHM1 can pick up
information from the individual IND intended to be transmit-
ted to the operator OP. The information is processed by the
processing unit UT1 and is included with the measurement
data in one of the first messages MSG1. The message MSG1
is transmitted to the guidance platform PG from the commu-
nication unit UC1 of the measurement module MM.

In this second embodiment, the guidance platform PG
includes a communication unit UC2, a processing unit UT2,
a memory unit UM2 and an operator communication device,
such as a user interface IHM2. The units UT2, UM2, UC2 and
THM2 are connected by a bidirectional bus. The processing
unit UT2, the memory unit UM2 and the communication unit
UC2 are similar to the corresponding units of the first embodi-
ment illustrated in FIG. 1.

The user interface IHM2 particularly includes a micro-
phone, a speaker and a display screen that replace the func-
tions of the terminal T-OP and the display unit UA of the first
embodiment respectively. The user interface IHM2 can on a
secondary basis comprise a keypad, of the touch type or
another type. The user interface may be integrated into the
guidance platform or may be an entity such as a computer,
connected with or without wires to the guidance platform PG.
Upon receipt of the first message MSG1, the processing unit
UT?2 identifies the measurement data and the information of
the individual IND. The measurement data are processed in a
manner similar to the first embodiment.

The information about the individual is transmitted to the
user interface IHM2, to be either displayed on the display
screen or announced on the speaker. The operator OP
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becomes aware of the data and information, which are acces-
sible by means of the interface IHM2 and transmits guidance
instructions DG to the individual by means of the interface
IHM2. The processing unit UT2 establishes a second mes-
sage MSG2 comprising the guidance data entered or
announced by the operator OP by means of the interface
IHM2. The communication unit UC2 transmits the message
MSG2 to the communication unit UC1 of the measurement
module MM by means of a communication channel sup-
ported by the network R.

By reference to FIG. 3, the main steps of the guidance
method for an individual moving in an unknown environment
by forming a guidance loop B are illustrated. The method
comprises the main steps E1 to E6.

During one step E1, the sensors CP of the measurement
module MM collect the measurement data DM.

During one step E2, the processing unit UT1 of the mea-
surement module MM carries out one or more processing
operations PT1, called pre-processing, on certain measure-
ment data such as biometric and environmental data. Biomet-
ric alert statuses and/or environmental alert statuses may
result from pre-processing.

During one step E3, the processing unit UT1 establishes a
first message MSG1 comprising at least measurement data
including the latest collected topographical data and the latest
collected movement data. The message MSG1 may also com-
prise the latest collected biometric and/or environmental data.
The message MSG1 may also comprise the alert statuses
resulting from early processing. In a second embodiment, the
message MSG1 may also include audio information or other
information from the individual IND to transmit to the opera-
tor OP. The communication unit UC1 of the measurement
module MM transmits, either by means of the first commu-
nication channel in the first embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1
or by means of the only communication channel in the second
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2, the first message MSG1 to
the guidance platform PG.

During a step E4, the communication unit UC2 of the
guidance platform receives the first message MSG1. The
processing unit UT2 of the guidance platform PG analyses
the message MSG1 and processes at least the topographical
data and the movement data, in order to determine the tactical
position data DST. The tactical position data DST may be
determined by means of a data merger algorithm AF applied
to the topographical data and the movement data. The unit
UT2 calls and executes the algorithm AF, saved in the
memory unit UM2, in order to apply it to the topographical
data and the movement data.

During a step E5, the processing unit UT2 commands the
display of determined tactical position data DST on the dis-
play unit UA of the guidance platform. The operator of the
guidance platform PG determines the guidance data DG
depending, among others, on the tactical position data DST
and also the measurement data DM or alert statuses, which
may be displayed by the display unit UA.

A step E6 comprises the transmission of guidance data DG
to the individual IND. In the first embodiment of the inven-
tion, illustrated in FIG. 1, the guidance data DG are transmit-
ted from the terminal T-OP of the operator OP to the terminal
T-IND of the individual IND by means of a second commu-
nication channel, the terminal of the individual then announc-
ing the guidance data DG to the individual IND. In the second
embodiment of the invention illustrated in FIG. 2, the guid-
ance data DG are transmitted by the communication unit UC2
of'the guidance platform PG to the communication unit UC1
of the measurement module MM, by means of the single
communication channel. In this second embodiment, the
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guidance data DG are transmitted to the individual IND by
mean of the user interface IHM1 of the measurement module
MM.

The step E6 may be looped back to step E1, thus reiterating
the guidance loop, by starting a new collection of data in the
measurement module MM.

In one alternative, the steps E1, E2 and E3 may be reiter-
ated with each movement by the individual IND involving a
change in at least one piece of measurement data collected.
Thus, the guidance platform PG can obtain in real time, for
example, modified measurement data DM with each move-
ment by the individual.

In one implementation, the different operations included in
the steps described above are carried out through instructions
from one or more computer programs incorporated into one
of'the devices according to the invention. They are therefore
located particularly in the measurement module MM and a
guidance platform PG. As a result, the invention also applies
to a computer program, particularly a computer program
saved on or in a saving medium that can be read by a computer
or any data processing device adapted to implement the
invention. That program may use any programming language
and may be in the form of source code, object code or inter-
mediate code between source and object code, in a partly
compiled form or in any other form desirable for implement-
ing the method according to the invention. The program may
be downloaded in the device via a communication network.

The saving medium may be any entity or device capable of
storing the program. For example, the medium may comprise
a saving means on which the computer program according to
the invention is saved, such as a ROM, for example a CD-
ROM or a microelectronic circuit ROM or a USB stick or a
magnetic saving means, such as a hard drive.

The invention claimed is:
1. A guidance method for an individual (IND) moving in an
unknown environment from a remote guidance platform
(PQG), characterised in that it comprises a guidance loop (B)
comprising the following steps:
collection (EI) of measurement data (DM) taken by a mea-
surement module (MM) placed on the individual, pre-
processing biometric data and environmental data of the
collection of measurement data to reduce the biometric
data and the environmental data to a single binary bio-
metric alert value and a single binary environmental
alert value for transmission to the guidance platform
PG):

transmission (E3) of the measurement data collected, from
the measurement module to the guidance platform (PG)
by means of a first communication channel of a first
radiocommunications network (R1),

determination (E4) of tactical position data (DST) from the

transmitted measurement data (DM), at the guidance
platform,

determination (E5) of guidance data (DG) from the deter-

mined tactical position data (DST), at the guidance plat-
form, and

transmission (E6) of the determined guidance data (DG), to

a communication device of the individual by means of a
second communication channel of a second radiocom-
munications network (R2).

2. A guidance method according to claim 1, wherein the
guidance data (DG) are transmitted from a communication
device (T-OP, IHM2) of an operator (OP) of the guidance
platform (PG) to the communication device (T-IND, IHM1)
of'the individual by means of a second radiocommunications
network (R2).
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3. A guidance method according to claim 1, wherein the
first radiocommunications network (R1) and the second
radiocommunications network (R2) are a single radiocom-
munications network.
4. A guidance method according to the claim 1, wherein the
first communication channel and the second communication
channel are a single communication channel.
5. A guidance method according to claim 1, wherein the
measurement data (DM) are at least topographical data (DT)
and data about the movement (DP) of the individual and the
step of determining (E4) the tactical position data (DST)
comprises building a map of an unknown environment close
to the individual and positioning the individual on the map
from the topographical data and the movement data.
6. A guidance method according to claim 5, wherein the
unknown environment is mapped at the guidance platform
(PG) with the help of a data merger algorithm (AF) applied to
the topographical data (DT) and the movement data (DP).
7. A guidance method according to claim 1, wherein the
measurement module collects biometric data (DB) about the
individual, pre-processes (E2) the biometric data by compari-
son with a critical biometric threshold and sends to the guid-
ance platform (PG) the single binary biometric alert value
when the value of a collected biometric data exceeds the
critical biometric threshold.
8. A guidance method according to claim 1, wherein the
measurement module (MM) collects environmental data, pre-
processes (E2) the environmental data by comparison with a
critical environmental threshold and sends to the guidance
platform the single binary environmental alert value when the
value of a collected environmental data exceeds the critical
environmental threshold.
9. A guidance method according to claim 1, further com-
prising a non-transitory storage medium capable of being
implemented in a guidance system (SG) for an individual
(IND) moving in an unknown environment, the non-transi-
tory storage medium having instructions which, when the
non-transitory storage medium is executed in the guidance
system, carry out the steps of the guidance method.
10. A guidance system (SG) for an individual (IND) mov-
ing in an unknown environment comprising a measurement
module (MM) placed on the individual and a remote guidance
platform (PG) characterised in that it comprises:
aplurality of sensors (CP), in the measurement module, for
collecting measurement data (DM);

a first processing unit (UT1), in the measurement module,
for pre-processing biometric data and environmental
data of the measurement data (DM) to reduce the bio-
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metric data and the environmental data to a single binary
biometric alert value and a single binary environmental
alert value for transmission;

a first communication unit (UC1), in the measurement
module, for transmitting the collected measurement
data to the guidance platform via a first communica-
tion channel of a first radiocommunications network
R1);

a second processing unit (UT2), in the guidance plat-
form, to determine the tactical position data (DST)
from the transmitted measurement data (DM);

a second communication unit (UC2), in the guidance
platform, for transmitting guidance data (DG) deter-
mined from tactical position data to a communication
device of the individual by means of a second com-
munication channel of a second radiocommunica-
tions network (R2); and

the system implementing a guidance method for the indi-
vidual (IND) moving in the unknown environment from
the remote guidance platform (PG), characterised in that
it comprises a guidance loop (B) comprising the follow-
ing steps:
collection (EI) of the measurement data (DM) taken by
the measurement module (MM) placed on the indi-
vidual, pre-processing the biometric data and the
environmental data of the collection of measurement
data to reduce the biometric data and the environmen-
tal data to the single binary biometric alert value and
the single binary environmental alert value for trans-
mission to the guidance platform (PG);

transmission (E3) of the measurement data collected,
from the measurement module to the guidance plat-
form (PG) by means of the first communication chan-
nel of the first radiocommunications network (R1),

determination (E4) of the tactical position data (DST)
from the transmitted measurement data (DM), at the
guidance platform,

determination (E5) of the guidance data (DG) from the
determined tactical position data (DST), at the guid-
ance platform, and

transmission (E6) of the determined guidance data
(DG), to the communication device of the individual
by means of the second communication channel of a
second radiocommunications network (R2).
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